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a few years ago because I not only wanted her to see Europe, but I
also knew she was worried about my health." He held a faded flower
in his left hand and seemed to talk to it
"You see, Takekoshi-san, it's already over a year since she died, but
I can't believe she's gone. My adopted son and grandchildren are
broken-hearted, and I, too- She was only thirty-seven years old."
The flower had broken off in his hand. He sat down on a rock, his
companion sat next to him. Ghana stood, looking bored.
"She was a charming person ever since her days in the cradle."
"Huh, her death was so sudden, and to think that I was too late to
see her! I rushed to her bedside from Okitsu, but she spoke to me no
more—"
He grasped the withered flower lightly in his hand. His gentle
brown eyes watered. In a low and shaky voice he went on: "She died
of influenza during the epidemic- She was pregnant then. I couldn't
believe in her passing until I saw her laid speechless-dead. I was grief-
stricken. In my agony, I almost broke the treasured biwa in the alcove
near her bed. She, too, was fond of that instrument But when I real-
ized it was our ancestral heirloom that never could be replaced, I put
it back after having torn a few strings.
"My sole consolation was the fact that until her last minute she
was surrounded by her beloved husband and children-and-and her
mother, Okiku. She asked for me with her head resting in Okiku's
arms."
Like autumn dew on leaves in the soft breeze, Saionji's tears fell
on the hand that held the flower.
"I had never tasted such a bitter human experience."
"I can well sympathize with your feeling towards her, Prince
Saionji."
"Thanks, Takekoshi-san, for your kind words. Huh, somehow my
family has been ill-fated in the last few years. You remember that my
adopted son, Hachiro, was attacked by a group of rufSans not long
after Shinko's death. Fortunately, the injury was not serious—"
"Yes, I remember, sir."
"Hachiro was merely one of the court ofBcials who were assigned
to accompany the Crown Prince to Europe, The attackers, who tad
misconstrued the purpose of that tour, demanded that he shoaldjxfr
suade the court to stop the trip. Despite that attempt, the plan was
carried out and Hachiro fulfilled his part well."	; ,

